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Begomoviruses: what is the secret(s) of their success?
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Begomovirus

Begomoviruses constitute an extremely successful
group of emerging plant viruses transmitted by
whitefies of the Bemisia tabac complex.

Hosts include important vegetable, root, and fiber
crops grown in the tropics and subtropics.
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1 Predisposition to recombine their genomes
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4 Me polyphagia and continuous movement of
the insect vectors to temperate regions.

These features as well as some controversial issues (replication in the insect vector, putative
seed transmission, transmission by insects other than B. tabaci, and expansion of the host
range to monocotyledonous plants) will be analyzed in this review.
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