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1 PUBLISHABLE SUMMARY

This deliverable presents the final Data Management Plan (DMP) of the VIRTIGATION project, which
builds upon the mid-project update submitted in M24 of the project (cf. D7.4). It represents the
culmination of all research data management activities carried out until project completion in M54
under the data management task (cf. Task 7.5). This final deliverable consolidates the approach to
ensuring responsible, transparent, and sustainable management of research data, in accordance with
Article 29.3 of the Grant Agreement, and VIRTIGATION’s voluntary participation in the Open Research
Data Pilot (ORDP) of the Horizon 2020 funding programme.

During the project’s lifetime, VIRTIGATION partners have established a robust data governance
framework to manage both Background and project-generated datasets, exemplified in particular
through the project’s Data Management Committee (DMC) involving all partners. Accordingly, this final
DMP presents the final update of the report on datasets, covering data documentation, storage,
sharing, and in compliance with FAIR data principles. RTDS as data management task lead thereby also
ensured full compliance with legal, and intellectual property requirements defined in the Grant
Agreement and the Consortium Agreement of VIRTIGATION.

Throughout its delivery, VIRTIGATION maintained a structured process for updating its dataset tables
(i.e. data generated as result and data collected/processed as Background). This process was
coordinated by the DMC and further reviewed during the project’s annual consortium meetings, as
well as quarterly WP leader meetings. Each VIRTIGATION dataset has been characterised in terms of
ownership, access rights, and dissemination strategy, with corresponding information stored in trusted
repositories where possible (e.g. such as the VIRTIGATION Zenodo community).

Moreover, the implementation of the DMP was closely aligned with the Dissemination, Exploitation
and Communication (DEC) strategy performed under WP6 to balance open science objectives with IP
protection required by the partners for post-project exploitation. RTDS as dissemination manager
verified the compliance with the internal notification and approval procedure established in the DEC
plan (cf. D6.1) to ensure that data sharing and dissemination respected the legitimate interests of all
VIRTIGATION partners.

Open datasets were duly published via scientific publications and independent database deposition in
open-access journals, the VIRTIGATION Zenodo community or other suitable open access repositories,
following appropriate Creative Commons licensing schemes to guarantee maximum visibility and
reuse. Sensitive or confidential datasets remain protected under restricted access according to Section
10 of the Consortium Agreement.

In conclusion, the final DMP of VIRTIGATION serves as a comprehensive reference and legacy
document, reflecting the evolution of data governance strategy implemented from its initial version in
M6 to its completion in M54. It ensures the secure preservation, traceability, and reusability of
research data, laying the foundation for long-term preservation of generated-data project results that
can serve as key contributions to future R&D projects linked to VIRTIGATION by project partners.
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